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Fiction

Allende, Isabel. City of the Beasts.

In this stunning novel of high adventure 15-year-old Alexander takes the trip of a
lifetime in the dense canopy of the Amazon rainforest. Throughout this unforgettable
journey, he joins others on a mission to document the legendary Yeti of the Amazon and
finds within himself the spirit of the jaguar.

Alvarez, Julia. Before We Were Free.

In the early 1960s in the Dominican Republic, 12-year-old Anita learns that her
family is involved in the underground movement to end the bloody rule of the dictator,
Geeral Trujillo. 2004 Pura Belpré Award Winner.

Bauer, Joan. Stand Tall.

Tree is 12-years-old and too tall—six feet, three inches and still growing! Not
only does Tree have a hard time fitting in at school, but he’s also struggling with his
parents’ recent divorce. With the help of his Vietnam vet grandpa and the new girl at
school, Sophie, Tree learns to cope and proves that he has the courage to match his size.

Bauer, Joan. Rules of the Road.

At 16-years-old, Jenna Boller is not very good in school, stands a gawky 5°11”
and is not that much on looks. She is, however, the star employee at Gladstone’s Shoe
Store in Chicago. Jenna learns the rules of the road—and the rules of life—as she
chauffeurs her crusty employer, Mrs. Madeleine Gladstone, to Dallas on a mission to
“save the day for quality shoes.”

Bell, Hilari. The Goblin Wood.

After witnessing the murder of her mother, the local hedgewitch, 12-year-old
Makenna is bitter and angry as she runs away into the woods and seeks revenge on the
village. There she encounters and befriends the small magical race of goblins and learns
that good and evil are not always clearly distinguishable.

Bloor, Edward. Story Time.
The Whittaker Magnet School is a school like no other. The library is
haunted and the children take tests all day long

Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451.

In this frightening vision of the future, firemen don't put out fires—they start them
in order to burn books. Bradbury paints a picture of a society where the appearance of
happiness is the highest goal —a place where trivial information is good, and knowledge
and ideas are bad.

Brashares, Ann. The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants.

A pair of pants purchased at a thrift shop becomes the thread holding four best
friends together as they mail them back and for the in their first summer apart.
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Brashares, Ann. The Second Summer of the Sisterhood.

Four teen girls who have known each other since birth further forge their bond of
friendship through a pair of thrift-store jeans that magically, impossibly, fits them all
perfectly. Like the summer before, the girls share their individual adventures with the
Pants collective, creating an engaging, kaleidoscopic narrative of four voices.

Card, Orson Scott. Ender's Game.

In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack,
government agencies breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young
boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin is drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military
training where the early training takes the form of “games.” Ender wins all the games
and is smart enough to know that time is running out. But is he smart enough to save the
planet?

Chabon, Michael. Summerland.

Summerland is a magical place, where the local Little League gathers to play
baseball on a perfectly manicured lawn, and the sun is always shining in a flawless blue
sky. However, the small beings known as ferishers, who ensure this perfect weather, are
threatened by an ancient enemy and need a hero—a baseball star, in fact—to vanquish
their foe.

Clements, Andrew. Things Not Seen.

Fifteen-year-old Bobby is earnest, likeable and wakes up one morning to find out
he’s invisible. His parents try to control the situation by instructing him not to talk to
anyone about his invisibility, but frustrated Bobby eventually wanders to the local library
where he meets and confides in Alicia, a blind girl.

Cormier, Robert. The Chocolate War.

Stunned by his mother's recent death and appalled by the way his father
sleepwalks through life, Jerry Renault, a New England high school student, ponders the
poster in his locker-Do I dare disturb the universe?

Creech, Sharon. Heartbeat.

Eleven-year-old Annie’s school assignment is this : she must draw a single
apple each day for 100 days. Her mother is pregnant, her grandfather’s memory is
fading, and her best friend, Max, doesn’t always understand her. Annie tells her story in
free verse.

Dessen, Sarah. That Summer.

As her parents divorce and her sister gets married, 15-year-old Haven finds
herself feeling out of place. She wishes things could just go back to the way they were
before all these changes. Then her sister’s old boyfriend reenters the picture, and through
him, Haven sees the past for what it really was, and comes to grips with the future.
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Dickens, Charles. Great Expectations.

Humble, orphaned Pip is apprenticed to the dirty work of the forge but dares to
dream of becoming a gentleman—and one day, under sudden and enigmatic
circumstances, he finds himself in possession of “great expectations.”

Donnelly, Jenifer. A Northern Light.

It's 1906 and 16-year-old Mattie Gokey is at a crossroads in her life. Mattie has a
passion for words and a desire to write but is torn between her sense of responsibility to
her family and the chance to go to Barnard College for writing in New York City.

Farmer, Nancy. The House of the Scorpion.

Matt lives in a future time where humans are routinely cloned. In fact, he too is a
clone and must escape from the evils of his country. But can he turn his back on his
friends and country? A 2003 Newberry Honor Book.

Finney, Jack. Time and Again.

Did illustrator Si Morley really step out of his twentieth-century apartment one
night — right into the winter of 1882? The U.S. Government believed it, especially when
Si returned with a portfolio of brand-new sketches and tintype photos of a world that no
longer existed — or did it?

Flake, Sharon G. The Skin I'm In.

Thirteen-year-old Maleeka, uncomfortable because her skin is extremely dark,
meets a new teacher with a birthmark on her face and makes some discoveries about how
to love who she is and what she looks like.

Fleischman, Paul. A Fate Totally Worse Than Death.

An outrageously wicked parody of the typical teenage horror novel evokes
screams of terror and hilarity as it chronicles the fortunes of Cliffside High when the
cruel clique, the Huns, get their comeuppance from Helga, the Norwegian exchange
student.

Geras, Adele. Troy.

The classic struggle between Greece and Troy is brought to life by a panoramic
chorus of voices both humble and high, human and divine. This is truly an inspired
novel, told through the eyes of the women of Troy, in which the gods move among
mortals and an ancient city is brought to life.

Grimes, Nikki. Bronx Masquerade.

Set against the backdrop of a high school classroom, this novel gives voice to
teenagers telling their own stories through poetry and narration and, whom, in the process
learn a lot about themselves and each other. 2003 Coretta Scott King Award Winner.

Hamilton, Virginia. M.C. Higgins the Great.

M.C. Higgins sits on his gleaming, forty-foot steel pole, towering over his home
on Sarah's Mountain and dreams of escape for himself and his family from the precarious
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rubble that is left behind from strip-mining which may one day fall and bury his home.
The intensity of family bonds, the depth of rural superstition, and the grim tragedy of
environmental destruction weave together in a story that is as complex as it is beautiful.
Winner of the Newberry Medal, National Book Award, and an ALA Notable Book.

Hesse, Karen. Aleutian Sparrow.

Through the eyes of teenager Vera, Hesse dramatizes a little-known part of World
War II history, the U.S. government's forced relocation of the Aleutian Islanders from
their homes in Alaska to rough resettlement camps more than 1,000 miles away.

Hesse, Karen. Witness.

A series of poems express the views of various people in a small Vermont town,
including a young black girl and a young Jewish girl, during the early 1920s when the Ku
Klux Klan is trying to infiltrate the town.

Hesser, Terry Spencer. Kissing Doorknobs.

Tara is a quirky teenager who has several odd rituals she must perform in order to
keep anxiety from getting to her. Hesser writes a funny, compelling and sensitive story
about a teenage girl afflicted with obsessive-compulsive disorder and the way it affects
her relationships with family and friends.

Hidier, Tanuja Desai. Born Confused.

Dimple Lala has spent her entire life trying to fit in. Observing that she is "not
quite Indian, and not quite American," Dimple unsuccessfully tries to blend in. By her
17th birthday, she feels incapable of making anyone happy and is hopelessly confused as
to where she belongs.

Hinton, S.E. The Outsiders.

Ponyboy is fourteen, tough and confused, yet sensitive behind his bold front.
Since his parents' death, his loyalties have been to his brothers and his gang, the rough,
swinging, long-haired boys from the wrong side of the tracks. When his best friend,
Johnny, kills a member of a rival gang, a nightmare of violence begins and swiftly
envelops Ponyboy in a turbulent chain of events

Hite, Sid. The King of Slippery Falls.

While on a single-minded quest to catch an elusive giant trout, 16-year-old Lewis
Hinton's life in a small Idaho town is turned upside-down when he learns that he is
adopted and might be a descendant of French royalty.

Holland, Isabelle. Paperboy.

In 1881 in New York City, teenaged Kevin O'Donnell, ever conscious of the
prejudice against the Irish poor, struggles to support his sick father and young sister by
working as a messenger for a prominent newspaper but finds his job threatened when he
is falsely accused of stealing from his employer.
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Horvath, Polly. The Canning Season.

Thirteen-year-old Ratchet spends a summer in Maine with her eccentric great-
aunts Tilly and Penpen, hearing strange stories from the past and encountering a variety
of unusual and colorful characters.

Ihimaera, Witi. The Whale Rider.

Kahu is the great-granddaughter of the chief of the Maori in New Zealand. Her
family is able to trace their roots to the fabled Whale Rider who traveled across the seas.
Since the chief has no male heir to assume leadership, he overlooks Kahu until she is able
to prove herself in a dramatic way.

Kadohata, Cynthia. Kira-Kira.

Set in the 1950s, this beautifully written story tells of a girl struggling to find her
own way in a family torn by illness and harsh working conditions in rural Georgia. The
struggle of this Japanese-American family is very inspiring.

Kindle, Patrice. Owl in Love.
Owl is a shape shifter, a girl by day and an owl by night. This is a magical tale of
a young girl’s crush on her science teacher and the lesson of life learned along the way.

Konigsburg, E.L. Silent to the Bone.

What caused Bramwell Zamboruka to become mute? He called 911 when his
baby sister Nikko stopped breathing and he was unable to speak to the operator. This
beautifully written story offers a true glimpse into a young man’s inner world.

Konigsburg, E.L. The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place.

Margaret is rescued from her boring summer camp by two eccentric great-
uncles while her parents travel overseas. In turn, Margaret comes to her uncles’ aid when
she discovers that the town council wants to destroy the towers-garden sculptures that her
uncles have lovingly been building for the past forty-five years.

Korman, Gordon. No More Dead Dogs.

Eighth grade football hero Wallace Wallace is sentenced to detention attending
rehearsals of the school play where, in spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in the
production and begins to suggest changes that improve not only the play but his life as
well.

Krisher, Trudy. Kinship: A Novel.

Pert Wilson was the loyal friend who helped Maggie Pugh stand up for her
beliefs. Now Maggie has moved away and Pert is aching for more than the tiny
community she has always known.

LeGuin, Ursula. A Wizard of Earthsea.

This is a tale of wizards, dragons and shadows. The young boy, Sparrowhawk,
becomes apprentice to a hamster wizard. As a student of magic, Sparrowhawk exceeds
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his years in accomplishment but pride and jealousy drive him to try his dangerous powers
too soon.

London, Jack. The Call of the Wild.

Based on London’s experience as a gold prospector in the Canadian wilderness
and his ideas about nature and the struggle for existence, this is an exciting tale about the
fight for survival in the frozen Alaskan Klondike.

Lowry, Lois. Gathering Blue.

Lamed and suddenly orphaned, Kira is mysteriously removed from her squalid
village to live in the palatial Council Edifice, where she is expected to user her gifts as a
weaver to do the bidding of the all-powerful guardians.

Lowry, Lois. Messenger.

Teenage Matty lives with his caregiver in a utopian community called the Village.
Once a community that prided itself on welcoming new strangers, the Village will soon
be closed to outsiders. As one of the few people able to travel through the dangerous
forest, Matty must deliver the message of the Village closing and fight hostile forces
armed only with an emerging power he cannot explain or understand.

Lynch, Chris. Gold Dust.

Seventh-grader Richard, a baseball fanatic, befriends an unusual transfer student.
Napoleon Charles Ellis is from the island of Dominica, plays cricket, speaks
grammatically perfect English and is one of the few black students at their Catholic
school in Boston. Set during the 1975 school bussing controversy, this is a gripping read.

Lynch, Chris. Slot Machine.

This darkly funny look at growing up male in America is told by chubby, 14-year-
old Elvin Bishop who describes with humor and sarcasm his increasingly painful efforts
to find his right athletic “slot.”

Markandaya, Kamala. Nectar in a Sieve.

This story set in India tells of a young girl, Rokmani and her marriage to an
elderly man. Living in a rural area makes it challenging to survive and find the necessary
resources, namely food. This is a story of courage and bravery that should inspire all
readers. There is always hope in times of darkness.

Martinez, Victor. Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida.
Manny relates his coming of age experiences as a member of a poor Mexican
family in which his alcoholic father only adds to everyone’s struggle.

Mills, Claudia. Standing Up to Mr. O.

Maggie is a good student who loves biology class. She especially loves her
teacher, Mr. O’Neill. Conflict arises when she refuses to dissect worms, frogs and fishes
when she feels it is wrong. This animal rights activist is willing to get an F in biology to
stand up for her beliefs.

Paoce A nf O



Brooklyn Friends School
7™ & 8™ Grades - Suggested Summer Reading 2005-2006

Mohr, Nicholasa. El Bronx Remembered: A Novella and Short Stories.

In the South Bronx—or El Bronx as it is known to the people who live
there—anything can happen. This collection of stories captures the flavor and bent of El
Bronx in its heyday from 1946 to 1952.

Myers, Walter Dean. Monster.

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, 16-year-old Steve Harmon records
his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a firm script as he tries to
come to terms with the course his life has taken.

Napoli, Donna Jo. The Magic Circle.

This is the story of a poor midwife in medieval times convinced by her neighbor
to become a healer. This is a chilling twist on the Hansel and Gretel story told with
humor, daring, and skill.

Nix, Garth. Sabriel.

This is a tale of dark secrets, deep love, and very dangerous magic. After
receiving a message from her father, 18-year-old Sabriel leaves the old kingdom and
journeys to the mystical underworld. There she battles the destructive and horrible forces
of the evil undead. Not for the faint of heart, this story brims with passion and
excitement. Sequels include Lirael and Abhorsen.

Park, Linda Sue. When My Name was Keoko.

Inspired by her own family’s stories of living in South Korea during the Japanese
occupation in the years preceding World War II, author Park chronicles the compelling
story of two young people, 10-year-old Sun-hee and 13-year-old Tae-yul and their battle
for survival during a turbulent time.

Peck, Richard. The River Between Us.

At the start of the Civil War two mysterious young women get off a boat in a
small town in Southern Illinois and 15-year-old Tilly Pruitt’s mother takes them in. Who
are they? This is a page-turning tale of mystery , adventure, and civilian Civil War
experiences. It is told at a breathtaking pace that will excite and enchant the reader.

Philbrick, Rodman. Freak the Mighty.

Large, awkward, learning-disabled Maxwell Kane, whose father is in prison for
murdering his mother, and crippled, undersized Kevin are mocked by their friends. The
cruel taunting is realistic and painfully believable. The boys establish a friendship and a
partnership.

Prachett, Terry. The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents.

In this variation of the “Pied Piper” tale, a fast talking cat, a band of rats, and a
boy run a scam as they travel from town to town. Arriving in Bad Blinitz they don’t
know that this town is different from the others they swindled. An amusing tale with
some surprising twists in the story. . 4 Carnegie Medal winner.
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Pullman, Phillip. The Golden Compass.

Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra, Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend
and other kidnapped children from becoming the subjects of gruesome experiments in the
Far North. Sequels include The Subtle Knife and The Amber Spyglass.

Rees, Celia. Pirates!

Nancy Kingston, daughter of a rich merchant, suddenly orphaned when her father
dies is sent to live on her family’s plantation in Jamaica. Disgusted by the treatment of
the slaves and her brother’s willingness to marry her off, he and one of the slaves,
Minerva, run away and join a band of pirates. Together they go off in search of a new
life. An exciting, adventurous story well told.

Rinaldi, Ann. Or Give Me Death: A Novel of Patrick Henry’s Family.

Sarah Henry, wife of the famous statesmen Patrick Henry, is losing her mind and
she’s secretly being kept in the cellar because she is a danger to herself and her children.
Daughter Anne has a secret, too. She knows which child will inherit Sarah’s madness
and she’ll pay any price to protect her siblings from this information.

Spinnelli, Jerry. Milkweed.

In Warsaw in 1939 a boy wanders the streets and survives by stealing what food
he can. He knows nothing of his background. Is he a Jew? A Gypsy? Befriended by a
band of Jewish orphans he begins to share their sleeping quarters when the Nazis arrive.

Stevenson, Robert Lewis. The Strange Case of Doctor Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

This intriguing combination of fantasy thriller and moral allegory depicts the
gripping struggle of two opposing personalities—one essentially good, the other
evil—for the soul of one man. Its tingling suspense and intelligent and sensitive
portrayal of man’s dual nature reveals Stevenson as a novelist of great skill and
originality.

Stroud, Jonathan. The Amulet of Samarkind.

Nathan is a young magician’s apprentice taking his first lessons in the arts of
magic. Nathan, after being humiliated by Simon Lovelace, a hotshot wizard, decides to
seek revenge. Set in modern day London, this funny pitch perfect thriller will dazzle and
delight readers who enjoy fantasy and good writing.

Vann Draanen, Wendelin. Flipped.

The first time Juli saw Bryce, she flipped. The first time he saw her, he ran. That
was second grade, but not much has changed by seventh grade. But, in eight grade
everything gets turned upside down. Told by Bryce and Juli in alternate chapters, this is
a fresh and funny look at new love.

Paoce R nf QO



Brooklyn Friends School
7™ & 8™ Grades - Suggested Summer Reading 2005-2006

White, T.H. The Once and Future King.

The story of King Arthur from boyhood to becoming king. The Middle Ages are
captured beautifully making one feel he or she is actually there watching the tournaments,
battles, and quests. A great story wonderfully told.

Wolff, Virginia. Make Lemonade.

Living in the projects but determined to be the first person in her family to go on
to college, LaVaughn takes a job babysitting for Jolly, the teenage mother of 2-year-old
Jeremy and baby Jilly. Told with warmth and humor, this is a joyous life affirming story
of triumph against the odds. The sequel is True Believer.

Woodson, Jacqueline. Hush.

When Josiah Green’s father, witness to a murder, does the right thing by
testifying agains two fellow police officers, he puts his entire family in danger. Now the
Greens have fled for their lives having entered the Witness Protection program.

Yep, Laurence. The Star Fisher.

The Lee family has come from China to open a laundry business in West Virginia
in the early years of the Twentieth century. Fifteen-year-old Joan and her younger
siblings were all born in the United States and speak English. Their struggle to bridge
both worlds while dealing with prejudice in their small town is based upon the author’s
own mother’s experiences as a first generation Chinese-American.

Yep, Laurence. Dragonwings.

Moon Shadow is 8-years-old when he sails from China to join his father, whom
he has never met in San Francisco in 1903. Together they work to forge a new life
together in a new land and attempt to make a flying machine. 4 Newbery Honor book.

Yolen, Jane. Sword of the Rightful King: A Novel of King Arthur.

The newly crowned King Arthur is unsure of himself. Worse, the people are
unsure of him. Merlin magically places a sword into a slab of rock. Whoever pulls it out
will rule England, but will it be Arthur ? This familiar tale is told with a new twist.
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